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From Our President

Dear members and friends,

Happy Fall! Please take time to read
this edition to learn something new
about our Society. | hope that if you
have not attended our events virtually
orin person, you find something among
our offerings that excites you.

Our Board of Managers continues its
work implementing our strategic plan.
In addition to expanding our social
media presence with more frequent
and interesting posts, we have also
focused on board expansion and
replenishment. As we look forward to
welcoming new members in January,
we extend our appreciation to those
who have served with distinction. We
thank Lou Ferrero, Dr. Patrick Hayes,
and Kathleen Kahlau for their years of
dedication to the Society. We also
acknowledge the contributions of
Monsignors Richard Bolger and James
McCoy, who have both moved from
active to emeritus status and continue
to be a presence in Society matters.

We also celebrate the recent election of
Pope Leo XIV. In addition to being the
first pope from the United States, we
are proud to note he attended Villanova
University, where the Society’s journal,
American Catholic Studies, is published.

The 2024 Barry Award Dinner honoring
Joseph J. McLaughlin, Jr., was a great
success. | hope to see many of you at
the 2025 dinner on Friday, November
14, 2025, when we honor Kerry Alys
Robinson, the CEO of Catholic Charities
USA. Please note that the dinner is a
week earlier than usual this year.

As always, many thanks to all of you for
continuing to be members, subscribers,
and advocates of American Catholic
history, and in particular the work of the
American Catholic Historical Society.

Sincerely,

B F 7
Michael H. Fiﬁnegan
President, ACHS
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About the ACHS

Founded in 1884, the American Catholic Historical Society
(ACHS) was established for the purpose of collecting and
preserving materials related to the history of the Catholic
Church in the United States and for documenting the
contributions of Catholics to the building of the nation. It is
the oldest historical society of its kind in the United States.

An independent, non-profit organization, the
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ACHS continues to promote the documentation
and interpretation of the history of the Catholic
Church in the United States. It accomplishes its
ongoing mission by publishing an award-winning
academic journal, American Catholic Studies;

sponsoring public lectures and other
Society events; and supporting the
preservation of its historical collections

located at the Catholic Historical Research
Center of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia.

Membership in the Society is open to all
persons who share an interest in the
history of American Catholicism.

Upcoming Events

Photo Gallery

BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP

» A subscription to the Society’s award-winning quarterly journal,

American Catholic Studies, with free online access to back issues.
» Discounted pricing for the ACHS’s annual lectures and other events.
» Invitation to regular social gatherings, including our annual
Christmas Party, St. Patrick’s Day Social, and Summer Garden Party.
» Knowledge that you support the ongoing mission of the Society!

|
ACHS Catholic Newspaper Digitization

In the past, the ACHS collected
Catholic newspapers from around the
United States. Today, the society
holds one of the largest collections of
Catholic newspapers in the country. In
total, there are 313 titles with an
estimated 1.25 — 1.5 million pages.
These newspapers range in date from
1824 to 1968 and include 31 states and
the District of Columbia.

The ACHS is pleased to announce that it
is working with the Catholic Historical
Research Center of the Archdiocese of
Philadelphia (CHRC) and Boston College
to undertake a large-scale digitization
project of these papers. The CHRC has
completed a detailed inventory of the
collection and has compiled a list of the
rarest papers. Some of these include
papers that are not at other dioceses nor

listed on WorldCat, so those held by the
ACHS may be some of the few, if only,
existing copies. The current goal of the

project is to digitize approximately a
quarter million pages across 123 titles.

A pilot run of 10,000 pages of both hard
copies and microfilm have been
completed. The next phase of scanning
has begun with 35,000 pages set to be
captured. This work has been done at a
local third-party provider with plans to
expand the workflow with additional
digitization done at Boston College.

Once completed, the new electronic
copies will be preserved at both CHRC
and Boston College. In addition,
Boston College is planning on hosting
these newspapers and other printed
material on an open-access database.

Stay tuned for more information on
this exciting new project as it develops!
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2024 Barry Honoree
Joseph J. McLaughlin, Jr.

Every year, the American Catholic Historical Society bestows its Commodore
John Barry Award upon an individual or individuals whose professional
accomplishments and contributions to the church and the community have been
deemed outstanding.

This past November, the Society was pleased to honor Joseph J. McLaughlin, Jr.,
Chairman and CEO of the Haverford Trust Company, one of Philadelphia’s
leading financial management firms. A graduate of St. Joseph’s University,
McLaughlin’s Philadelphia roots run deep, as do his connections to the American
Catholic Historical Society. His father, Joseph J. McLaughlin, Sr., was the
Society’s first Barry recipient when the award was established in 1982.

During his time at the helm of Haverford Trust, McLaughlin transformed the
company from a firm with $800 million in assets and seventeen employees to one
with $15.5 billion in assets and nearly one hundred and fifty employees. He has

Offering a tribute to McLaughlin credited his success to the values instilled in him by his parents and the Catholic
at the dinner was Binney H. C. education he received. Inthe tribute video prepared for the dinner, McLaughlin’s
Wietlisbach, vice chair of the friends and colleagues spoke of how Joe’s authenticity draws people to him. They

Haverford Trust board. also emphasized how his commitment to service—something he learned from

his father’s example—continuously inspires others to do their part to contribute

BARRY AWARD DINNER — 2025 to the betterment of society.

McLaughlin’s philanthropic work and service to the community have been
exemplary. He has served on the board of trustees of St. Joseph’s University,
Malvern Preparatory School, the Philadelphia Orchestra, the Greater
Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce, and the Holy Child School in Rosemont. He
also served as chairman of the St. Charles Seminary Golf Classic and has been a
supporter of Cristo Rey Philadelphia High School.

Save the date! The Society’s annual Barry
Award Dinner will be held on Friday,
November 14, 2025, at the Union League of
Philadelphia. We are delighted to honor
Kerry Alys Robinson for her outstanding
contributions to the church and society.

A prominent lay leader in Catholic life and
dedicated philanthropist, Ms. Robinson
currently serves as the president and chief
executive officer of Catholic Charities USA.

We look forward to having our members,
friends, and benefactors join us on
November 14 as we celebrate the work of

the ACHS and honor Ms. Robinson. ACHS President Michael Finnegan and 2024 Barry honoree Joseph J. McLaughlin, Jr.
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Follow the ACHS on Social Media

Join our growing social media community for exclusive posts featuring

the history of artifacts in our collection, upcoming events, local parish

highlights, papal news, publications, and more! ﬁ m e y
. amchs.org/social-media
See frequent posts featuring:

o E'I I'E
e Photos, paintings, and other works of art e -
e Prominent American Catholics .
e Historic publications and artifacts - .
e Catholic news and observances E

e Local and national Catholic history

If you're on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter/X, please like and share so
that more people can learn about our work and gain greater
appreciation for American Catholic history.

American Catholic Studies Aneian g
)

Volume 136, Issue 2. STer O
American Catholic Studies —the oldest, continuously published Catholic
scholarly journal in the United States — is committed to encouraging
research and publishing articles on the American Catholic experience.
The quarterly journal features wide-ranging scholarship that
contributes to our understanding of Catholicism in the American
context as it intersects with history, literature, culture, politics, art and
architecture, theology, and popular movements.

The journal has received numerous awards from the Catholic Media
Association over the years, including First Place for General Excellence
among scholarly journals on several occasions.

Consistent excellence in topics, editing, design, and T s oo
presentation. This publication...attracts solid scholars
who offer relevant topics of current interest.

— Catholic Media Association

EDITORIAL BOARD
Published at Villanova University, the journal reaches a national and

international audience through our agreements with JSTOR and Co-editors o
Project Muse, scholarly databases that provide full-text digital access 1 e el o Gk Ly

. . . . . Nicholas Rad her, University of Dayt
to member libraries in the United States and internationally. cnetas Racemacher, Zniversty of Bayron
Managing Editor
Your membership in the American Catholic Historical Society Jeanette Fast Redmond, Villanova University
automatically subscribes you to American Catholic Studies. PeniEey

All members are subscribers, and all subscribers are members! americancatholicstudies@villanova.edu
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ACHS News and Notes

Those who have been following news of the Society in our
annual newsletter know that the ACHS board has been
working for several years to enact the vision outlined in our
recently developed strategic plan. To that end, our
committee structure has been streamlined and groups have
been actively working on various initiatives, from improved
internal governance to new scholarly initiatives and more
robust member engagement.

As part of that process, members of the board gathered at
the Society’s house this past March for an all-day board
retreat. As more of our meetings move online, it was a
special treat to gather in person to discuss strategic
priorities and establish goals. Among our ongoing efforts,
we continue to work to recruit new members to the board
and have interviewed several promising candidates eager to
lend their talents and energy to advancing the work of the
Society. We look forward to welcoming them when their
terms begin in January.

This past year, the board voted to invest in upgrading the
audio-visual equipment at the house. Like many other
organizations, the ACHS made a hasty pivot to online
programming when Covid struck, using the technology we
had on hand. But as more people have welcomed the
opportunity to attend our events remotely, we recognized
the need to install better cameras and a proper sound
system, as well asa screen and projector on the second floor.
We also added microphones and speakers so that our
presenters can be heard better by our in-person audience.
After testing out the new system at our talks in April and
May, we were very pleased with the results. Despite a few
tech hiccups, those who attended those events appreciated
the improved experience.

In other tech news, we are also working to improve our event
registration and payment processing, streamlining them
into one system. The Society has also been ramping up its
presence on social media. Those who follow us on Facebook
and Instagram will have noted our more frequent posts.
Please like and share so that more people can learn about
our work and gain greater appreciation for American
Catholic history.

For a second year, the ACHS again sponsored a research
travel grant to help support scholarship. The award provides
up to $2500to a scholar or researcher working on any project
related to American Catholic history who needs to conduct

research in any archive, library, or repository in the five-county
Philadelphia area. Aware that many scholars lack institutional
support to conduct research, we wanted to do our part to help
sustain historical study. We also wanted to draw attention to
rich collections held by local archives, religious communities,
and other organizations.

This year, the committee opted to divide the award and provide
partial support to three deserving candidates: Dr. Rudolph
Svobova (University of South Bohemia, Czech Republic), who
will be using the Redemptorist Archives to study St. John
Neumann and his circle of missionary correspondents; Dr.
Stephen Koeth (University of Notre Dame), who will be visiting
the Catholic Historical Research Center of the Archdiocese of
Philadelphia to study Catholic involvement in urban housing
policy from the 1930s onward; and Dr. Angela Xia (University of
Notre Dame), who will be visiting the Catholic Historical
Research Center to explore the history of Catholic social
services among the elderly during the 1960s and 1970s.

Applications for next year's grant are due on February 1s.
Requirements and information on how to apply can be found on
our website: https://amchs.org/research/research-travel-grant/

This past year marked an important milestone for the Society’s
journal: 25 years as American Catholic Studies. As faithful
readers will have noticed, we marked the occasion by refreshing
the look of the journal with a new cover design and updated
interior layout. As part of the celebration, the journal also
published a special anniversary issue in Fall 2024, which
featured a set of short reflections from leading scholars on how
the field of American Catholic studies has grown over the past
quarter century. This fall, the journal will celebrate the election
of Pope Leo XIV with a set of short, scholarly reflections on the
significance of an American pope. Lots of good stuff to read!

American Catholic Historical Society
& July 2 at 9:00AM - @

On July 2nd, Catholics observe the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Pictured is a 1896 monthly
parish calendar from Our Lady of the Visitation Church and School, also known as Visitation BVM
(Blessed Virgin Mary), located on Kensington Ave in Philadelphia. Monthly parish calendars
contained such information as parish events, marriage and death announcements, parish history,
and reprinted articles and editorials. The ACHS collection includes monthly parish calendars for
over 300 parishes. #CatholicArtifacts

—

Chureh and -~
@ @ School Journal.

A sample of one of our recent social media posts
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Dr. Domenic Vitiello sharing
his research on Philadelphia as
a sanctuary city.

Dr. Dawn Eden Goldstein speaking
about the life and ministry of
Father Edward Dowling, SJ.

Incense and
Senstbil
Catholic
Ascensio

Dr. Jeffery Appelhans talking on
Catholics in the Early Republic.

Recap of Our 2024-2025 Events

The past year featured a rich and robust set of lectures and events, guided by
our commitment to highlighting the diverse peoples and groups who have
shaped the American Catholic story.

Our fall season began on September 15 with Dr. Domenic Vitiello of the
University of Pennsylvania speaking on his recent book, The Sanctuary City:
Immigrant, Refugee, and Receiving Communities in Postindustrial Philadelphia.
Looking beyond formal government policy, his work examines the experiences
of recent immigrants from Central America, Africa, Southeast Asia, and
elsewhere, and the networks of support that helped newcomers find a home and
a sense of belonging in Philadelphia.

For our October lecture, we welcomed Dr. Leah Mickens via Zoom to speak on
her award-winning book, In the Shadow of Ebenezer, which tells the story of Our
Lady of Lourdes, a historically Black parish in Atlanta, Georgia. In elevating its
history, she pays special attention to the ways in which the reforms of the
Second Vatican Council and the struggle for civil rights shaped the life of the
parish and the Black Catholic experience in the South.

Our spring season began in January with a talk by Father Thomas Betz, OFM
Cap, on the history of Philadelphia’s Holy Redeemer Chinese Catholic Church.
Founded in 1941, it was the first church in the Western hemisphere established
for Chinese people. Although inclement weather forced us to move the talk to
Zoom, we had an overflow (virtual) crowd with more than one hundred
attendees, including many members of the parish.

In February, the Society welcomed Dr. Ramon Luzarraga to share his research
on U.S. Catholic missionary work in the Caribbean during the early and middle
decades of the twentieth century. Dr. Luzarraga’s research was aided by an
ACHS travel grant, which enabled him to visit the Redemptorist Archives here in
Philadelphia and delve into their rich collections.

Joining us in April was Dr. Dawn Eden Goldstein, who recalled the life and
ministry of Father Edward Dowling, the focus of her recent biography, Father
Ed. Dowling, a Jesuit priest, was known for his outreach and spiritual counsel to
those struggling with addiction and other personal struggles. Among the many
he helped was Bill Wilson, the founder of Alcoholics Anonymous, who credited
Dowling with saving him from debilitating depression and offering the guidance
he needed to carry out the work of AA.

The year concluded with a talk by Dr. Jeffery Appelhans, a postdoctoral fellow
at the American Philosophical Society, whose work focuses on the emergence
of a distinctively “American” Catholic community in the post-Revolutionary
period and its ascendency during the Early Republic.

Did you miss a talk? Recordings of many of our lectures can be found on our website.

As part of our programming, the ACHS strives to provide a space and an
opportunity for parish historians, amateur scholars, and other community
members who are passionate about history to share their work with an
appreciative audience. Those who are interested in sharing their research are
encouraged to contact us at info@amchs.org.




The Two Worlds of
Ann Gertrude §
Wightt

HOW A RUNAWAY NUN
BECAME A GRAND LADY OF
WASHINGTON, DC, SOCIETY

JOSEPH MANNARD

Dr. Joseph Mannard joins us in
September to speak on the
nineteenth-century “runaway nun,
Ann Gertrude Wightt.

”

~ PIONEERS OF
LATINO
MINISTRY

CLARETIANS & THE EVOLVING
WORLD OF CATHOLIC AMERICA

Our February lecture will feature
Dr. Deborah Kanter speaking on the
history of Claretian ministry to
Latinos in the United States.

AMERICAN CATHOLIC HISTORICAL SOCIETY

2025-2026
Calendar of Events

Sunday, September 21, 2025 @ 2pm
Dr. Joseph Mannard
The 1831 Scandal of Sister Gertrude: America’s First Runaway Nun
Free and Open to the Public

Tuesday, October 21, 2025
6pm Social Hour | 7pm Lecture
Dr. Stephen Koeth, CSC
Crabgrass Catholicism: How Suburbanization Transformed
Faith and Politics in Postwar America
Free for members / $10 non-members

Friday, November 14, 2025
Barry Award Dinner
Honoring Kerry Alys Robinson
Union League of Philadelphia

Friday, December 12, 2025
Annual Christmas Party
$25 members [ $35 non-members

Sunday, January 18, 2026 @ 2pm
Mr. Alex Solsma
Chaplain Kane: The Life and Ministry of Stalag 17's POW Priest
Free and Open to the Public

Sunday, February 15, 2026 @ 2pm
Dr. Deborah Kanter
Pioneers of Latino Ministry: Claretians and the Evolving World of Catholic America
Free and Open to the Public

Friday, March 6, 2026 @ 6pm
Annual St. Patrick’s Day Social
$25 members [ $35 non-members

Tuesday, April 14, 2026
6pm Social Hour | 7pm Lecture
Dr. Tia Noelle Pratt
Black and Catholic: Racism, Identity, and Religion
Free for members [ $10 non-members

Tuesday, May 12, 2026
6pm Social Hour | 7pm Lecture
Mr. Robert O’Sullivan
Mathew Carey: America’s Pioneering Catholic Printer
Free and Open to the Public

Friday, June 5, 2026 @ 6pm
Annual Garden Party
$25 members and non-members

AND OTHER EVENTS AS THEY ARE ADDED



Your Membership Sustains the Work of the ACHS.
Join or Renew Today!

Individual Subscribers

New member subscription is discounted to $40 for
the first year!

Institutional Subscribers

For institutional subscribers, we offer print and
electronic packages. We offer a 50 percent dis-

count on our institutional print subscription rate
for US archives and religious communities. Please
contact Sheridan Press at 717-632-3535 and ask for
subscription services.

«  Print Subscription: $150 ($160 outside the US)

«  Special Rate for Archives and Religious Com-
munities: $75 (print, US only)

«  Annualfee/renewal is $50 (560 outside the US)

»  Multi-year rates available: Two years is $90
(5110 outside the US); three years is $120
($150 outsde the US) and includes a free one-
year gift subscription

l'l'l"'
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@i-f.: ot

Subscribe Online
Electronic Subscription (2011-present): $175

Print and Electronic: $250 (5260 outside
the US)

Please visit the American Cath-
olic Historical Society at https://
amchs.org/membership (or scan
QR code) to place an online or-
der with a credit card.

The Society is a non-profit organization as described under
Code 501-C-3 of the Internal Revenue Service. All contribu-
tions are tax-deductible. ACHS membership is represented in
all parts of the world. It consists of people of all faiths and has
no restrictions on race, religion or national origin.

Phone Orders

Call Sheridan Press at 717-632-3535 and ask for
subscription services.

American Catholic
Historical Society

263 South 4" Street | Philadelphia, PA 19106
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